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Rural Crime Unit encourages farmers to protect
property with SmartWater CSI

By Amy D. Fienen

It’s been a year since Kings County Farm
Bureau and the Kings County Sheriff’s office
first introduced SmartWater CSI to Kings
County, and as ag-related thefts continue to
increase, this revolutionary crime-fighting tool
is needed now more than ever.

SmartWater CSI is an invisible, odorless liquid
that remains on marked items for up to five
years and can only be seen once illuminated
with a special UV light. Each vial contains a
one-of-a-kind forensic code similar to DNA. My =
Each code is registered with the sherift’s Brigais ‘:;;_‘ 3
department and the manufacturer for reference 5 F@“-‘_% 3 ; _
if a marked item requires identification. A SmartWater sign warns potential thieves that these beehives are protected by

Kings County Rural Crime Task Force SmartWater.

Supervisor Rod Shulman said more than a

dozen various pieces of farm equipment have been stolen from Kings and Tulare counties in just the first month of 2021.
These thefts were the result of a crime ring that has been targeting area agribusinesses since last year. Of the property
that has been recovered thus far, Shulman said most of it was located in Kings and Tulare counties, but some of the
equipment was found as far south as Los Angeles County.

It’s during the recovery process that SmartWater can be especially helpful, Shulman said. The stolen property his unit
recovered in Los Angeles County had the vehicle identification numbers (VINs) ground off - a process routinely used
by thieves that makes identifying the owner difficult as there’s no way to track who the property is registered to. Because
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“SmartWaterCSI” continued on page 5

Local agencies fight Kern County water grab attempt
Public hearing to be held in April

By Amy D. Fienen

Kings County Farm Bureau is joining the efforts to protect our Kings River water supply for local communities.
Kings River water rights are under attack by a Kern County agency that is trying to take water away from Kings River
communities and move the supply to the south. Ultimately, this unprecedented water grab attempt would take much-
needed water away from local residents and farmers.

The Semitropic Water Storage District is the agency responsible for challenging two of the six licenses that allow
Kings River water to remain at its source. By exploiting a legal loophole, they are attempting to undo the Kings River’s
Fully Appropriated Streams designation in response to the drought that plagued that Valley in recent years. More than
a million people in Kings, Tulare and Fresno counties would be adversely affected by the diversion of the local water

“Kern County Water” continued on page 10
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Think twice before judging leadership decisions you
disagree with

By Dusty Ference, Executive Director
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Purpose
Protect, preserve and enhance agriculture in Leadership is a constant topic of cause they are the reasons constituent groups select leaders
Kings County conversation and consideration, in the first place.
at least amongst those I am closest As constituents of elected officials, reacting to our lead-
Vision to. I recently realized that I while I ers’ decisions is expected and encouraged. Methodology,

Ensure that every farmer has the right to farm
and protect their heritage

Values

Our Members | Proactive Representative
Reliable | Trusted Resource

Officers
President: Brian Medeiros
Vice President: Kevin Robertson
Secretary/Treasurer: Shane Bickner

Directors
John Ellis Jared Little
Todd Fukuda Michael Miya
Jon Garcia Brian Potter

Dino Giacomazzi
Garrett Gilcrease

Brian Rodrigues
Brandon Sargent

Keith Grabow Jared Silveira
Pete Hanse Helen Sullivan
Monty Hoggard Frank Zonneveld

Executive Director
Dusty Ference
dusty.ference@kcfb.org

Farm Life Editorial
Amy Fienen
afienen@kctb.org
(559) 246-6433

Government and

Member Relations
Paula Vinzant
pvinzant@kctb.org

Farm Life Designer
Beth Greene

CFBF District Representative

Jenny Holterman

Contact
870 Greenfield Ave., Hanford, CA 93230
Phone: (559) 584-3557
www.kefb.org

Kings County Farm Bureau

@KingsFarmBureau

@KingsFarmBureau

Kings County Farm Bureau’s “FarmLife” does not

accept responsibility for statements by advertisers
or for products advertised in “FarmLife;” nor does
Farm Bureau accept responsibility for statements or
expressions of opinion other than content showing

authorship by an officer, director, or employee of

Farm Bureau or its affiliates.
© Kings County Farm Bureau, 2021

often talk about leadership, I hadn’t
considered the essential qualities
that leaders possess. After thinking
about it for some time, I did what all
of us do in 2021: I asked all-knowing
Google. Without boring you with
the definitions I read and the count-
less quotes on leadership that I found, I am ready to share
more of my thoughts on the topic.

While thinking about those leaders I admire most, I
noticed a common trait. They do what they believe is right
in the face of adversity, no matter the consequence. Most of
the time, that means making the hard decision even when
they know ridicule is on the other side of that decision.

Today;, it appears that people are unwilling to think about
issues from more than one perspective, and too often, we
expect our leader to act the way we think we would if we
lived in their shoes. We fail and get upset by people’s deci-
sions by forgetting that leaders are selected to do a difficult
job on behalf of many, not each of us individually. More
importantly, leaders are put in situations to represent a
group and are privy to more information than the general
population. These are essential details to remember be-

502 W. Grangeville Blvd.
Hanford, California 93230
Telephone (559) 585-7330
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www.diaslaw.com

| ]
DIAS LAW FIRM, INC.

ATTORNEYS AT LAW

Michael A. Dias ¢ Jonette M. Montgomery
Sarah M. Hacker ¢ Steven E. Alfieris
Ella Floresca * David M. Lange
Paula C. Clark

Attorneys at Law

Jimmy J. Rodriguez ¢ Alicia D. Wrest

Qf Counsel

%€ TO SAVE

_- OUTSOURCE YOUR Ih
& ACCOUNTING

however, must be considered. In the past, a person would
have to take time to write a letter or find a phone number
and make a call to express their displeasure. But today,
anyone can reach in their pocket, grab their cell phone
and comment on any issue around the world in moments
without taking time to fully consider the situation. Too
often, we fail to take the necessary time to consider what
we may not know about a situation, or what additional
information is needed in order to reach a more educated
conclusion. Leaders make hard choices based on what they
think will be best for the many despite the reactions of
the few, and thanks to them, we don’t have to wrestle with
those decisions.

Next time a leader you believe in makes a decision you
disagree with at face value, take a minute and ask yourself
a tough question: Do you know all the reasons behind the
decision he or she made? Are you looking at both sides
of the issue, or basing your conclusion on your own set of
facts? And here’s a wild idea: Ask the person who made
the decision to share the considerations that led to their
decision. Chances are you will see the situation in a whole

new light. w&

New contact info for
Congressman Valadao’s
local office

Newly elected
Congressman
David Valado has
provided KCFB
with the contact
information for
his new office in
Hanford and asked
us to share it with
our members. Congressman

Valadao and his staff and looking forward to
looking closely with their local constituents.

R, +

Weston Anderson, District Director
(559) 231-6796
weston.anderson@mail.house.gov

Clayton Smith, District Rep., Tulare/Kings
(559) 231-4416
clayton.smith@mail.house.gov
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Member to Member People, Products, Prosperity

JP Honey Farms

By Amy D. Fienen

Bees are no doubt some of the
hardest workers in the ag indus-
try, as pollination is crucial to
the Valley’s food supply. Friend
of Farm Bureau JP Honey Farms | =
provides pollination services to
Kings, Tulare, Fresno and Made-
ra counties.

Riverdale-based JP Honey
Farms is home to 12,000 honey
bee colonies. This is the sea-
son when they’re preparing for their biggest job of the year: almond pollination.
Almond bloom typically starts in February, and bees play an essential role in the
production of almonds — Kings County’s third largest commodity in 2019. Addi-
tionally, JP Honey Farms pollinates alfalfa seed, melons, blueberries, cherries and
avocados. Throughout the Valley’s growing season, bee colonies are leased out to
area farmers to pollinate their fields — a process crucial to any crop’s survival.

Jessica Patino, who runs JP Honey Farms with her husband, Jose, said that one of
the most helpful things an almond farmer can do to help the bees be productive is
to plant a cover crop of clover or mustard mix. Without a cover crop, the colony
can quickly reduce in size, she said.

During the winter months, JP Honey Farm’s bees are kept in Ventura County due
to a lack of pollen and nectar-producing flowers in the Valley. From April through
August, they focus on honey production. The Patinos have four children under
the age of 10, and the family and their bees spends summers in North Dakota — the
state with the highest honey production in the country. Most of their honey is sold
there, but they do bring some back to California where it’s sold at Riverdale Farm
& Home Center, or by appointment at their shop.

For JP Honey Farms, which was founded in 2006, pollination is their main focus,
but both aspects of the bee-keeping business are currently fraught with challenges.

“This is a tough industry;” Patino said. “You really have to love what you do”

On the pollination side of the business, bee-keeping is under scrutiny as a result
of the misconception that bees are exploited and mistreated, Patino said. She said
that in spite of the industry’s sustainability efforts, commercial beekeeping is being
blamed on the decline of bee populations. Additionally, drought conditions have
led to a lack of forage for bees to feed on, and that leads to colony collapse disorder,
where bees suddenly disappear.

When it comes to honey production, Patino said that thanks to foreign hon-
ey inundating the market, prices are at an all-time low per pound. There is zero
demand for American honey from major retailers like Costco and Wal-Mart, she
said, which is doing a major disservice to domestic growers.

“We need help from legislators and big merchants to put American agriculture
first,)” Patino said. “So much of our country relies on the farming industry, and the
bees are needed for crops to grow.”

For growers looking for a beekeeper to work with, Patino said the vetting process
is important. Bee theft is rampant, and when thieves steal hives, lease out the bees
and then abandon them after getting paid, a grower can end up with unhealthy
bees. This can result in a grower having to hire another beekeeper to finish the job.

Growers can eliminate this risk by asking where a beekeeper is from, how long
they’ve been in business, and who their other clients are.

As far as what growers get when they hire JP Honey Farms, Patino said they offer
a competitive price point, provide great colonies, and value establishing long-term
relationships with their clients. Many beekeepers come to the Valley from out of
state, but JP Honey Farms provides the benefits of local service. During their 15
years in business, they have never lost a client, and most of their new business is
the result of referrals from satisfied customers.

“We really care for our customers and try to foster good relationships with them,”
Patino said.

JP Honey Farms can be reached at (559) 285-1739, or email jzpatino@gmail.com.

The four Patino children help their dad, Jose, tend the
bees at JP Honey Farms. Contributed photo
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www.carver-pump.com

We are specially trained and fully equipped to meet
your on-farm, in-field tire service and replacement needs

Call us for on-farm deliveries and on-the-spot tire repair

BILLINGSLEY TIRE INC
6 WEST D STREET
LEMOORE CA 93245
(559) 924-3481

www.billingsleytireine.com

The "Member to Member" feature is our way of promoting the members that help
make our work possible through their financial support. Please consider doing busi-
ness with companies who show their commitment to the local ag industry through
their support of Farm Bureau. v
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Ag

Commissioner’s

Compliance
Report

Jimmy Hook,
Agricultural
Commissioner/Sealer

Identifying and documenting alternative mitigation
Measures Contributed by Mario Gutierrez, Deputy Agricultural Commissioner/Sealer

When you visit the county agricultural commissioner (CAC)
to apply for a restricted material permit (RMP), our office
makes you aware of new or proposed changes by the Cali-
fornia Department of Pesticide Regulation (CDPR) that may
affect your operation. CDPR, the state agency California law
designates to put controls on pesticides, including those desig-
nated as restricted materials, has recently enacted regulations
addressing pesticide use near schools. They cancelled pesticide
registrations after designating products as toxic air contam-
inants and made changes or further restrictions on labeling
for the use of others, such as those recently implemented for
products containing Paraquat. You now must complete a state-
ment describing the feasible alternatives you considered before
applying for the RMP.

While we have always considered alternatives in the use
of restricted materials, there has been direction that these
alternative considerations will need to be documented. These
alternatives, which you may already be considering and imple-
menting, are satisfying a requirement in regulation. The con-
sidering of alternatives to restricted materials during the per-
mit process fulfills one of the requirements of the California
Environmental Quality Act. Title 3 of the California Code of
Regulations, section 6426 requires a permit applicant (grower)
and their pest control advisor to consider feasible alternatives
to the use of restricted materials before applying for a restrict-

GRABOW WELL DRILLING INC.

COMMERCIAL

DAIRY - AGRICULTURAL

GRABOW WELL DRILLING INC.

1. Drilling capacity up to 1400"

12522 oth Avenue

Hanford, California 93230

2. New state-of-the-art equipment

3. Excellent customer service & experience
4. Thousands of wells drilled throughout CA
5. Over 100 years of experience & references
6. 24-hour service, call when you need us!

7. Reverse Circulation Rotary Drilling
8. Private, public and domestic wells

9. Top quality casing and materials
10. New drilling technology

ed material permit with the CAC. This section provides:
6426(a) Each licensed agricultural pest control advisor and
grower, when determining if and when to use a pesticide that
requires a permit, shall consider, and if feasible, adopt any
reasonable, effective and practical mitigation measure or use
any feasible alternative which would substantially lesson any
significant adverse impact on the environment.

If you have had a weeding crew or have plowed a field for
weed control, you considered and implemented a feasible
alternative measure. If you have trapped rodents, used mating
disruptors or pheromones, practice field sanitation or other
habitat modifications you considered and implemented a
feasible alternative measure. The use of predators for rodents,
beneficial insects and reduced risk chemicals including, but
not limited to, non-restricted pesticide products, certified or-
ganic or FIFRA section 25(b) exempt/minimum risk pesticide
products would be considering feasible alternative measures.

When a grower applying for a restricted materials permit
supplies a map for review identifying the sensitive surround-
ing areas that could be harmed by pesticide applications to
their fields, we evaluate the impact or potential hazards asso-
ciated with the use of the restricted materials listed on the per-
mit. This evaluation is an abbreviated environmental review.
When a notice of intent submitted by the grower to the CAC
for a time and site-specific pesticide application of a restricted
material, the CAC decides if
substantial harm is likely from
the application. The CAC
can require the grower eval-
uate and consider alternative
mitigation measures before
the use of a restricted material,
impose extra controls designed
to reduce the risk of harm to
people or the environment, or
deny the application. Complet-
ing the alternatives statement
during issuance of the RMP
documents the grower’s miti-
gation measures for our office
to verify.

Completing the statement has
spurred further discussion in
the use of alternative materials,
such as certified organic or FI-
FRA 25(b) exempt/minimum
risk pesticides. A product’s
organic certification does not
mean it is legal to use on all
crops to control any pest. If
a certified organic material
is a registered pesticide, the
product’s labeling will specify
the allowed uses. The materi-
als exempt from tolerance and
FIFRA section 25(b) exempt/

DOMESTIC

WELL DRILLING
=T,

-.ﬁ g minimum risk pesticides com-

prise of products with active

559-584-WELL
539-362-5172 “‘Mitigation Measures”

continued on page 7
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Kings County Farm Bureau and the Central California Intelligence Center present

Behavioral Threat Assessment:
Preventing the Active Shooter

Wednesday, April 14, 2021, 8am - 5pm
Kings County Farm Bureau, 870 Greenfield Ave., Hanford

COURSE DESCRIPTION: This course is designed to teach an evidence and
research based behavioral threat assessment methodology to equip law
enforcement and security stakeholders with the skills and tools necessary to
identify potentially violent individuals, assess the risks they pose of engaging
in targeted violence, proactively manage the risk, and prevent violent attacks
that include active shooter and mass casualty events.

COURSE OBJECTIVES:

o Fundamentals of behavioral threat assessment;

« Threatidentification, including warning behaviors which potentially
indicate a subject is on the pathway to violence to carry out a targeted
violent attack; and

« Application of behavioral threat assessment techniques in a variety of
contexts and environments, including, but not limited to, the workplace,
schools, places of worship, public spaces, and other potentially vulnerable
areas in the community.

REGISTRATION: There is no registration fee. Travel/per diem expenses are the
responsibility of the attendee. Register online at www.sacrtac.org. Use the
“Training” link and select “Community Calendar” to access the registration
link. For assistance, contact the CCIC/SACRTAC Training Manager at training@
sacrtac.org

CERTIFICATE: This course is POST certified under plan N/A, 1279-22316-20-
009. STC# 10322-82703. CCIC/SACRTAC will supply a certificate of completion
at the end of the course. This course is eligible for 8 EMS (EMT’s & Paramedics)
Continuing Education Units (CEU’s) at no charge. CEUs are also available for
RNs, LVNs and CNAs.

IDENTIFICATION REQUIRED AT CHECK-IN

M
NEEDHAM

AG SERVICES

Ed Needham 559-977-7282

A special thanks to
presenting sponsor

KCFB 2021 scholarship applications
being accepted

Kings County Farm Bureau offers scholarships to
students based upon academic achievement, extra-
curricular activities, determination, leadership skills,

and a commitment to a career in agriculture.

Deadline: March 9, 2021
Scholarship application can be downloaded from
KCFB website: www.kcfb.org.

For more information: (559) 584-3557

“SmartWater CSI” continued from page 1

SmartWater CSI is imperceptible to criminals and therefore can’t be removed,
the technology makes it easier for law enforcement to return recovered property
to its owner.

The sheriff’s department is currently in possession of two recovered trailers
without identified owners.

“If these trailers had SmartWater on them, we could have tested them and
returned them to their owners,” Shulman said. “It’s a tool that would have
helped us identify who the stolen property belongs to.”

SmartWater CSI's Randy Butschillinger said that while the invisible liquid can
be used to mark farm equipment, it can also be used on all types of personal
property. While large pieces of farm equipment require about an inch of
solution, a dab is all that’s needed for smaller possessions. As many pieces of
farm equipment don’t contain VINS or serial numbers, that dab of liquid can
be the difference between having an expensive piece of equipment returned or
never seeing it again.

“If more farmers committed to using this technology, it would make the jobs of
law enforcement easier;” Shulman said. “It’s definitely a worthwhile investment
for farmers”

Jessica Patino with JP Honey Farms said SmartWater CSI has been an
investment worth making for her family’s beekeeping business because as
pollination prices have increased, so have bee thefts. Their bee hives are often
stored in isolated areas on a farmer’s land or in bee yards where they can be
easy targets for thieves. A couple years ago, they lost two truckloads of bees
to theft. When the bee thief was apprehended a few months later, Patino had
no way of determining whether JP Honey Farm’s property was among what
law enforcement recovered as all the company brands had been sanded off or
painted over.

“Without a tool like SmartWater, it’s difficult to find stolen equipment and
prove it’s yours,” Patino said. “Having it on our hives makes me feel secure, and I
think it does deter people from taking things that aren’t theirs.”

The deterrent she refers to is the SmartWater CSI signage that users are
encouraged to display. The starter kit KCFB offers comes with signs and stickers
to warn potential thieves that the solution is being used on that property.

KCFB Executive Director Dusty Ference said that as a growing rural crime
problem leads to significant property loss for area farmers, SmartWater CSI
offers a proactive, affordable solution for Farm Bureau members.

“The initial SmartWater investment far outweighs the cost of the potential loss
of thousands of dollars in stolen equipment costs,” he said. “We’re proud to offer
this product to our members as part of our commitment to protecting their
right to farm”

SmartWater CSI starter kits are available only to Kings County Farm Bureau
members. The $300 kit includes the marking solution, property signs and
stickers. It can be purchased at the Farm Bureau office. &
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bearcia@gartontractor.com

BUSINESS SUPPORT
South Valley Harvesting
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MAKE THIS YEAR,

THE ONE.

HAPPY NEW YEAR!
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Kings County Rural Crime Report

Suspect in custody in farm equipment theft investigation

Contributed by Task Force Supervisor Rod Shulman

The Kings County Rural Crime Task Force had some changes in personnel
this month. Detective Ben Moore was promoted, so taking his place in the unit
is Detective Colten Verhoeven. He has hit the ground running and is already
the lead on two new investigations.

January was busy as our unit completed a two-month long farm equipment
theft investigation. The suspect in this investigation is currently in custody
after he was arrested twice and released. He was responsible for more than
24 theft investigations conducted by our unit, and was also wanted by the
Tulare County Sherift’s Office for seven theft investigations. We arrested the
suspect a third time and were able to recover all of the Tulare County Sherift’s
Oftice stolen equipment. We also were able to recover several items of stolen
equipment, including seven tractors, eight trailers and two UTVs. This
investigation was successful thanks to the assistance of Tulare County Sherift’s
Office Ag Crime Unit and the Los Angeles County Sherift’s Office. Most of
the equipment was located in Kings and Tulare counties. Several other stolen
equipment items were also located by our unit in the Los Angeles County area.
The suspect in all of these investigations is currently in custody going through
the court process.

While all of the stolen equipment was not recovered, we continue to follow
leads and hope to recover more stolen property in the near future. I would like
to acknowledge the detectives in our unit for the excellent job they have done
on these investigations, and additionally would like to thank the Tulare County
Sherift’s Office and Los Angeles County Sherift’s Office for their assistance.

When we weren't working on these investigations, we were conducting
follow-up investigations on several burglary cases. These investigations involve
suspects breaking into shops and Conex boxes. There have been over four shop
burglaries and six cases where suspects have broken into Conex boxes. Items
stolen include power tools, generators, copper wire and a GPS system. We have
some investigative leads and hope to have a suspect identified soon.

Please give any of our detectives a call if you see anything that appears

< >

INSURANCE AGENCY, INC.
License # 0C84245

Allow us to utilize our background, knowledge, and
expertise to go to work for you...

suspicious. i}
Task Force Supervisor I also want L
Rod Shulman: to remind )
559-469-4004 you about the owner v
applied number (OAN)

Detective Carlos Santos:

L. If eith f th
559-904-6893 and SmartWater CSI. If either one of these

identifiers had been on some of the equipment

Detective Kody Holt: we recovered, it would have made it much
559-362-8928 easier to identify the owners. If you need an
Detective OAN, give any of our detectives a call. If you
Colten Verhoeven: want more information about SmartWater

CSI, give Dusty a call at the Kings County
Farm Bureau. Thanks again for your continued
support. W

559-469-6146

“Mitigation Measures” continued from page 4

ingredients such as cedar wood oil, garlic oil, lemongrass oil and rosemary oil. A
user of these products still needs to make sure these materials are legal for use and
do not contain prohibited inert ingredients.

We know some of the CDPR requirements create additional work; your efforts in
the RMP application process is not new, but the documentation of those efforts is.
This process provides the CAC with the opportunity to discuss the use restrictions
with the property operator or pest control business well in advance of the actual
application. Kings County will consider the information you provide in its review
of your permit application and in the consideration of feasible alternatives and
mitigation measures, per Title 3, CCR section 6432.

Should you have any questions, please contact the Kings County Agricultural
Commissioner/Sealer’s office at 559-582-2830. w

Hanford 559.584.3391

Commercial | Farm | Workers’ Compensation | Tribal | Life & Health | Employee Benefits | Home | Auto & More

Corcoran 559.992.1245

Chowchilla 559.665.3434
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Directory of Farm Bureau Supporting Business Members

These businesses and organizations support the agricultural industry and the Kings County Farm Bureau. Please support them and tell
them you are a Farm Bureau member. Call us at 584-3557. Friends of Farm Bureau sponsors are noted in bold listings. By joining FB as a

business member, your business is added to this directory.

ACCOUNTING

Bressler & Company Certified
Public Accountants
M. Green and Company LLP

ASSOCIATIONS

California Women for Agriculture
Kings River Conservation District

AUTO DEALERS & REPAIR

Billingsley Tire

Jones Collision Center

Maaco Collision & Auto Painting
Richard's Chevrolet-Buick

BANKING/FINANCIAL

Bank of the Sierra

Bank of the West

Central Valley Community Bank
Citizens Business Bank

Farm Credit West

Golden State Farm Credit

559-924-1225
559-584-2751

559-737-8899
559-237-5567

559-924-3481
559-924-2169
559-924-3000
559-992-3158

559-585-6700
559-802-4066
559-323-3493
866-578-0658
559-584-2681
559-584-5401

BROKERS & COMMODITIES

Baker Commodities Inc.
Buttonwillow Warehouse Co.
Calcot Ltd.

Overland Stockyards

Penny Newman Grain Company
Tulare Lake Compost

559-582-0271
559-992-5120
661-327-5961
559-582-0404
559-448-8800
559-840-4368

CHEMICALS & APPLICATORS

Blair Air Services Inc./
Blair Ground Services
Crop Production Services
Diversified Crop Services
Gar Bennett LLC
Innovative Ag Services LLC
Lakeland Dusters

SNF Agriculture

TriCal Inc.

Valley Ag Spraying
Verdegaal Brothers Inc.

CUSTOM SERVICES

All Valley Printing/

Treefrog Print Shop

Danell Brothers Inc.

Dias & Fragoso Inc.

Garcia & Sons Hay Harvesting
Hanford Roofing Company
McCann & Sons Hay Service
Netto Ag Inc.

Stoney's Sand & Gravel

South Valley Harvesting
Swinger Pruning Services
Warmerdam Orchard Services

559-924-1276
559-584-5583
559-582-5644
559-638-6311
559-731-4924
559-992-5716
559-309-4301
559-673-5237
559-772-5515
559-582-9205

559-584-5444
559-582-1251
559-584-8036
559-707-4420
559-582-5607
559-925-9110
559-585-2097
559-924-9229
559-308-0871
559-816-7711
559-924-4662

DAIRIES/DAIRY SUPPLIERS

Kings Dairy Supply Inc.
Summerhill Dairy
Vet Pharmaceutical Inc.

559-582-9459
559-468-6554
559-582-6800

EQUIPMENT DEALERS & REPAIR

Hanford Equipment
Lawrence Tractor Co.
Linder Equipment Co.
Quality Machinery Center
Quinn Company

FARM SUPPLY

AgSeeds Unlimited
Evangelho Seed Co.
West Valley Supply
Needham Ag Services

FARMS & RANCHES

Gary Robinson
Grabow Farming

J.G. Boswell Co.
Keenan Farms

Miya Farms

Stone Land Co.
Sullivan Farming LLC
Summerhill Dairy
Taylor Farms

FOOD SERVICES

Avila Acres Country Gourmet
Eddie's Catering

Kings River Produce

Pizza Factory

Superior Dairy

INSURANCE SERVICES

Bacome Insurance

Carl Nelson Insurance

Der Manouel Insurance Group
Golden State Crop

& Insurance Services

Mackey & Mackey

Insurance Agency

Mitchell Insurance Services
Pacific Ag Insurance Agency
The Zenith

559-582-0443
559-582-9002
559-685-5000
559-707-1638
559-992-2193

559-923-1800
559-924-9554
559-924-3442
559-977-7282

559-779-5541
559-816-4590
559-992-5011
559-945-1400
559-309-3300
559-945-2205
559-289-2452
559-804-8148
559-584-3798

559-584-5935
559-707-8796
559-587-9387
559-992-3148
559-582-0481

559-584-3323
559-584-4495
559-447-4600

559-587-9007

559-583-9393
559-713-1315

559-584-3391
877-581-8237

IRRIGATION/PUMPS/WELLS

Carver Pump

Grabow Well Drilling Inc.
Kaweah Pump Inc.

Kings County Water District
Laguna Irrigation District

Lakeside Irrigation Water District

Myers Brothers Well Drilling Inc.
Myers Well Drilling
Rain for Rent/Westside Pump

Companies in bold are Business Support members AND Friends of Farm Bureau

855-622-7837
559-362-5172
559-747-0755
559-584-6412
559-923-4239
559-584-3396
559-582-9031
559-906-0930
559-693-4315

Westlands Water District

LABOR

Sunrise Farm Labor

MANUFACTURES
Dean Beck's Machine Shop

559-905-6736

559-945-2292

559-582-4144

Jim Harp's Stainless Steel Welding 559-582-6011

Morgan & Slates
Manufacturing & Supplies
R-N-R Welding

Sawtelle & Rosprim Machine Co.

Smith Welding Shop

PETROLEUM

Buford Oil Co. Inc.
Dassel's Petroleum
Gary V. Burrows Inc.
J.C. Lansdowne Inc.
Roe QOil Co.

Valley Pacific Petroleum

PROCESSORS

County Line Gin Inc.
Keenan Farms
Marquez Brothers
International, Inc.
Olam SVI

Warmerdam Packing LP

559-582-4417
559-584-0213
559-992-2117
559-584-8652

559-582-9028
559-582-8515
559-924-2064
559-651-1760
559-584-5690
559-732-8381

559-854-7489
559-945-1400

559-584-8000
559-584-2711
559-584-9211

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES

Dias Law Firm Inc.
Griswold, LaSalle,

Cobb, Dowd & Gin LLP
Kahn, Soares & Conway LLP
Kings County EDC

Zumwalt-Hansen & Associates Inc.

REAL ESTATE SERVICES

Pearson Realty
Sierra View Realty

SOLAR ENERGY

CalCom Solar
First Solar

REC Solar
Recurrent Energy
Renewable Solar

TRANSPORTATION

E & B Bulk Transportation
Mesa Alta Transportation
Mid Valley Disposal

UTILITIES

Pacific Gas & Electric
unWired Broadband

559-585-7330

559-584-6656
559-584-3337
559-585-3576
559-582-1056

559-732-7300
559-410-5557

661-234-0978
415-935-2507
717-515-4519
415-675-1500
559-816-5088

559-582-9135
559-250-1270
559-237-9425

559-263-5308
844-650-3278
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FRIENDS of FARM BUREAU

Nationwide’

IS on your side

TheZenith

‘\Agribusiness Solutions

Platinum
@ .
€. FARM CREDIT WEST \_ N GOLDEN STATE
Committed. Experienced. Trusted. Fir_s_t Solar FA.RM CR_EDIT
N RECURR=NT 1
NEEDHAM EN=RGY RENEWABLE C_b(_)l.f\R

AG SERVICES A subsidiary of Canadian Solar '
Ed Needham 559-977-7282

All Valley Printing Gar Bennett LLC Pacific Gas & Electric

Adventist Health J.C. Lansdowne Inc. Stone Land Co.

Bacome Insurance Agency M Green & Company LLP Tachi Palace Casino Resort

Daniel C. Salas Custom Harvesting  Mackey & Mackey The Wonderful Company

Dias Law Firm Inc. Insurance Agency Verdegaal Brothers

Danell Custom Harvesting Morgan & Slates Manufacturing & Supplies Summerhill Dairy

Excellence Medical Group Olam Spices & Vegetable Ingredients S&W Seed Company

Griswold, LaSalle, Cobb, Dowd & Gin LLP Pacific Ag Insurance Trinkle Ag Flying

Helena Agri-Enterprises LLC Quality Machinery Center Tulare Lake Basin Water Storage District

J.G. Boswell Company Inc. Rain for Rent Wells Fargo Bank

Kahn, Soares & Conway LLP Southern California Edison

Bronze

Agland Protective Services
Billingsley Tire Inc.

Bressler & Company Certified Public
Accountants

CalWest Rain

Central Valley Energy Coalition

Garton Tractor Keenan Farms

Granger Water Specialties Keller Motors

Grower Direct Nut Company Kings Dairy Supply Inc.
Hanford Equipment Co. Laguna Irrigation District
Innovative Ag Services LLC Mello Chipping

JP Honey Farms Pearson Realty Inc.

Richard's Chevrolet
Schuil & Associates
Sullivan Farming LLC
Torrent Resources
Tulare Lake Compost
Valley Ag Spraying
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“Kern County Water” continued from page 1

supply. The Kings River floodwater is crucial for local
groundwater sustainability agencies to accomplish
groundwater recharge projects required to meet
SGMA mandates.

Kings River Watermaster Steven Haugen manages
the Kings River Water Association (KRWA). He
describes Semitropic’s proposal as an old-fashioned
water grab that would be devastating to dozens of
cities relying on Kings River water.

“What this Kern County agency is attempting to
do is gain a right to take huge amounts of Kings
River water from future flood runoft and physically
move it south from its place of origin and place of
use within the Kings River service area’s 1.1 million
acres,” Haugen said. “Dozens of rural areas that
would be harmed by Semitropic are disadvantaged.
Their residents are already experiencing groundwater
quantity and quality issues ranging from significant to
severe.”

Haugen explained it was long ago when the state
declared the Kings River’s natural runoft to be spoken
for. But now, KRWA and its 28 member units are

having to fight Semitropic, who wants the water to
benefit Kern County farmers and other agencies,
including some in Southern California, that use
Semitropic’s extensive water banking facilities west of
Wasco.

KCFB Executive Director Dusty Ference explained
that Semitropic is completely ignoring the necessity
of the full yield of Kings River waters to the
sustainability of the Kings, Tulare and Fresno county
ag industries.

“In addition to negatively impacting the regional
economy of 93 of the region’s disadvantaged
communities, Semitropic’s proposal would forever
preclude the ability of this watershed to achieve
groundwater sustainability or SGMA compliance,”
Ference said. “We cannot allow our essential surface
water supply to be stolen by an agency that has no
rights to it”

The State Water Resources Control Board will
conduct a public hearing on the matter via Zoom
beginning on April 15 from 9 a.m. to 5 p.m. The
hearing will continue as needed on April 16 and from

Lic. Class & & C57

L Pump,Inc

General Engineering Contractor
SERVING:
AGRICULTURE + DAIRY * MUNICIPALITIES
INDUSTRIAL + DOMESTIC

559.747.0755

kaweahpump.com * kaweahwelldrilling.com
info@kaweahpump.com

DEVELOPMENT & NS
REHABILITATION SERVICES | %

« Well Video Surveys
* Well Development & Yield Testing

San foaguin

Serving the entire

San Luis Obispo County

Valley and

April 19-22. Per the hearing notice, the agency will
consider whether or not it should:

« revoke two of KRWA's six existing licenses for use
of Kings River water;

« issue a cease and desist order against KRWA or any
of its member units for “the unauthorized diversion,
or threat of unauthorized diversion, of water as
alleged in the Semitropic complaint;”

« revise or revoke a declaration, made long ago
by the State Board, that the Kings River is a “fully-
appropriated stream” and that the state’s Division
of Water Rights should be authorized “to accept
applications to appropriate water from the Kings
River system.”

The website containing information about the
hearing is waterboards.ca.gov/water_issues/programs/
administrative_hearings_office/kings_river.html.

More information about efforts by local agencies to
tight Semitropic can be found at savekingsriverwater.

Org. wi

N e AR

Own ALL Your Assets

You own your home. You own your business.
Why not own the electricity that powers them?
Unleash the power and the profitability of solar

and unleash a new revenue stream.

* Up to 1000HP Development Pumps

* Well Swaging + Swabbing + Brushing

« Acid Wash & Other Chemical Treatments
* Fishing Services + Well Abandonment

CONSTRUCTION SERVICES

» Agricultural Concrete Pads
* Custom Pump Facilities

MACHINE SHOP SERVICES

« Full Service Centrifugal Pump Machine Shop
+ Custom Short Couple Lift Pump Fabrication e
+ Discharge Fabrication « Mid-Stretch Fabrication E .
* In-Field Welding, Pipe Repair & Fabrication -

WELL DRILLING

* Air Rotary + Mud Rotary + Ag & Domestic
ELECTRICAL SERVICES

Call us today for more information and ask for a
FREE, NO OBLIGATION energy analysis.
Or, visit us online.

[y

559-410-8640 www.RSL.SOLAR

+ Complete Pump Electrical Services
* Power Company Management

+ Variable Frequency Drives

+ Power Relocation to New Well + Electrical Panels
« Transformer Pads « New Services + Upgrades

RENEWABLE @ SOLAR

Exceptional People. Exceptional Performance.™

* In-House Pump Designs
« Deep Well Vertical Turbines - All Makes & Models
+ Deep Well Submersible Turbines - All Maies & Models
+ Custom Built Lift Pumps |
+ Booster Pumps + Fertilizer Injection Pumps * Domestic Pumps
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oiviolenols
ON EVERY PENNY
| BORROW.

VY

JOHN LACEY
Cattle Rancher | Paso Robles, CA
Farm Credit West Customer

For 2020, our members earned 1.5% DINUBA

of average eligible loan balances in 959.591.9378

cash patronage. This included a special 55;: EA;F,?ERBI:

mid-year payment to provide relief TULARE

from the impact of COVID-19. If you're 559.684.1478

not earning a portion of your lender’s FarmCreditWest.com

profits back, it's time to make the

switch to Farm Credit West. 030 FARM CREDIT WEST"

Conumitted. Experienced. Trusted. =
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WORKING IN PARTNERSHIP TO DETER CRIME
NOW AVAILABLE IN KINGS COUNTY

AVAILABLE FOR MEMBERS TO
PURCHASE AT THE KCFB OFFICE

THIEVES.
BEWARE

v L2

KINGS COUNTY
AGRICULTURAL COMMUNITIES
FORENSICALLY PROTECTED
BY SMARTWATER"

WWW. SmartWaterCSI com




